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A Brief Analysis of the Lineal Inheritance Between Ming and Qing
Flower — and — Bird Painting Manuals and Flower — and — Bird

Paintings in Suzhou Woodblock Prints

HOU Yukun
(School of Economics and Management, Suzhou Chien— Shiung Institute of Technology, Suzhou 215400, China)

Abstract; The Ten Bamboo Studio Calligraphy and Painting Manual, the Ten Bamboo Studio Letter
Paper Manual, and the Mustard Seed Garden Painting Manual , which are painting manuals from Suzhou in
the Ming and Qing dynasties, represent the pinnacle of ancient Chinese color block printing. They are
distinguished by their elegant use of color, exquisite carving techniques, and exceptionally high artistic
value. Created with the participation of literati painters, these works reflect, to some extent, the aesthetic
tastes of painting in Jiangnan, including the Suzhou region, during the Ming and Qing dynasties.
Moreover, these painting manuals exhibit a significant correlation with Ming — Qing Suzhou floral — and —
bird prints in collections such as the British Museum’ s Kenneth Bell Collection, the Okada Collection in
Japan, and the Kaichird Art Museum Collection in Japan. This connection is manifested not only in the
works’ refined and elegant style, harmonious tones, and the scholarly refinement they exude, but also in
the shared techniques and stylistic features between them.

Key words: paintings of Ming and Qing dynasties; Suzhou prints; floral map
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