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The Jing (Principles)  Quan ( Expediency) Logic of Marriage Age
System in the Han Dynasty Based on Wujing Yiyi Shuzheng

LIU Xiaotong
(School of Humanities, Tongji University, Shanghai, 200082)

Abstract; The debates among Han Confucians over marriage age as recorded in Wujing Yiyt Shuzheng
(Annotations and Evidences on the Divergent Interpretations of the Five Classics) are examined from the
perspective of Confucian thought on Jing and Quan to explore the constructive logic of the marriage age
system in the Han dynasty. Drawing upon Han — dynasty numerological cosmology, Han Confucians
established the marriage age of twenty for women and thirty for men as the normative principle (jing) in
harmony with the Way of Heaven. Through flexible age ranges and exceptional remedies, they developed
adaptive expediency (quan) while upholding the normative principle. Meanwhile, they clarified that class
—based differences in marriage age constituted an inherent element of the principle of “ hierarchical
distinctions in rituals” rather than expediency. The Han marriage age system was set up through the
pathways of Confucian scholars’ debates, official ritual codification, and the implementation of state
policy, ultimately realizing the unity of the principle and expediency to become an art of governance
integrating moral education with disciplinary regulation. This micro — level ritual institution serves as an
important carrier for understanding the Han Confucian thought on jing and quan, and the practice of ritual
governance.

Key words: marriage age; Wujing Yiyi Shuzheng; ritual institution; the Jing — Quan thought;
political philosophy
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